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Iowa Valley Resource Conservation & Development 

Continuing Education in Organic Production

2008/2009

The Iowa Valley Resource Conservation & Development (RC&D) Regional Food Initiative, I-Food group has identified the need to support access to organic food, access to resources and training for organic farm production, and support for organic farmers in the region as a result of developing a sustainable plan to promote the integration, utilization and access of locally produced food across the Benton, Iowa, Johnson, Linn, Poweshiek, Tama, and Meskwaki Settlement regions.

The Organic Producer Training Grants are made possible through support from Frontier Natural Products Co-op. These grants are intended to provide support for ongoing training to producers interested in transitioning to or presently utilizing organic practices to produce organically grown food products.    The goal of this grant program is to provide training stipends to producers that will further their ability to produce organic food products in the Iowa and Cedar Valley regions.

Sustainable agriculture refers to an agricultural production and distribution system that:

• Achieves the integration of natural biological cycles and controls,

• Protects and renews soil fertility and the natural resource base,

• Optimizes the management and use of on-farm resources,

• Reduces the use of nonrenewable resources and purchased production inputs,

• Provides an adequate and dependable farm income,

• Promotes opportunity in family farming and farm communities, and

• Minimizes adverse impacts on health, safety, wildlife, water quality and the 

            environment.

Criteria for applying: 

· Operate or wish to operate a sustainable organic farming enterprise that plans to address many of the points above;

· outline a need for the scholarship; 

· will make information available regarding the training opportunity for use on the IVRCD website; and

· demonstrate the desire to continue their education about organic resources that will further their operation.

Selection process: 

1. Applications will be processed quarterly and must be delivered by December 31st, March 31st, June 30th, September 30th, with scholarships awarded by the 15th of the following month.  

2. The Selection Committee will consist of the Finance Committee members of the Iowa Valley RC&D. 

3. Scholarship recipients will be chosen to each receive a $250 award.  

Application deadline: 

Applications must be received electronically and submitted by 4PM to: 


Kent Baker, Treasurer


Kent@ivrcd.org
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Iowa Valley Resource Conservation & Development 

Application for the Continuing Education in Organic Production

Name __________________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________

Phone _________________________ Email________________________________

What type of sustainable organic farming do you do now or intend to do in the future? 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

List the type of organic farm products produced/to be produced from your farm:

_____Livestock, types:___________________________________________________

_____ Fruit, types:_______________________________________________________ 

_____ Vegetables, types:__________________________________________________ 

_____ Value-added products:______________________________________________ 

_____ Grains, types:_____________________________________________________ 

_____ Agri-tourism:_____________________________________________________ 

Describe what the grant funds will be used for? _______________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Are you a current member of other farming organizations:  
  ___ YES, please list: 

______________________________________________________________________ 

List one reference that can talk about your farming operation or future operation: 

______________________________________________________________________ 


NAME





PHONE NUMBER


Iowa Valley Resource Conservation & Development 

Application for the Continuing Education in Organic Production

Please type only on this page why you believe this small grants program will assist you in developing or expanding your current farm business and why receiving the scholarship is important to you.  Then email the application by 4PM to Kent Baker.


Kent Baker, Treasurer

            Kent@ivrcd.org
Funds for this project have been provided by Frontier Natural Products Co-op.  

